Power Failure: The Political Odyssey of a Pakistani Woman is a phenomenal portrayal of the political landscape of Pakistan from the standpoint of a woman politician, who has delicately meshed within her narrative the impacts of crucial political events of the country on her personal life and in shaping the fate of the nation.
The nation of Pakistan has had an unfortunate history of betrayal and missed opportunities at the hands of those who pledged to govern it; whatever the inhibitions and obstructions. The book is a convoluted account of Pakistan's history embracing both its triumphs and tragedies. The author's personal memoir began with a fairytale, privileged childhood and adolescence, being the sole heir. Making the most of her gifted childhood, she turned out to be a highly imperious and aristocrat personality, lacking neither in courage nor in confidence.
The memoir -provocatively titled Power Failure -created quite a buzz when it first hit the shelves in 2015. Syeda Abida Hussain, who hails from Jhang in the Punjab, is the longestserving female politician in Pakistan. Confounding all the odds and stereotypes of a highly patriarchal society, she became the first women to chair the district council and the first female member of the Pakistan National Assembly. Her memoir provides an extremely readable account of Pakistan's political journey since the 1960s, written by an insider and thus providing both intriguing as well as revealing insights.
While turning the pages of the book, one realises the potential of the young nation of Pakistan -inheriting a rich and old civilisation -to lead the Muslim world. Had the leaders been less absorbed and the institutions remained uninvaded, then the nation's history would have been different. Abida Hussain is extremely critical of extremist tendencies arising out of religiosity, tracing their roots to the country's history, or to the unequal societal structure, or to foul play coming from both national and international sources.
Pakistan's involvement in the great games played in neighbouring countries like Afghanistan has tormented it for many decades. The optimist within Abida Hussain always yearned for a period of reform to begin, correcting the problems of the past and allowing the best to flourish. Her book is both bold and candid in making revelations about the military intelligentsia. The author's definition of 'feudal' appears thorny as she defends it in moral terms flowing out of tradition; an opulent society with a dynamic middle class, however, should not serve as a host to feudal practices. The book suffers from some serious editing requirements, but otherwise, it is a must-read for anyone interested in studying Pakistan and its politics. Sadia Hussain (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)
